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Discoaster quinqueramus GARTNER, 1969 

Dis coaster 
quinqueramus 

Figs. 6, 7 - Discoaster quinqueramus n. sp., from core P6603-49. 6a-Interference 
contrast, intermediate focus, 6b-transmitted light, high focus; 7-transmitted light. 

6a, b-Type specimen. Light micrographs, X 2,500. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: Asterolith with five slender rays regularly spaced and sharply bent 

at tip toward proximal side; center with prominent five-sided knob on proximal 

side. 

Remarks: 

Discoaster quinqueramus is a five-rayed asterolith having five-fold radial sym

metry so that the angle between all adjacent rays is the same. The rays taper 

towards the tip, bend sharply in a proximal direction and terminate in a blade 

rather than a point. On the proximal surface of the center is a five-sided knob 

which may be aligned with the rays or may be rotated slightly with respect to 

the rays. 
Discoaster quinqueramus is similar to Discoaster brouweri but differs form the 

species in always having five rays and a five-sided central knob. Discoaster 

asymmtericus also has five rays, but the angles between adjacent rays are not 

equal and it does not have the central knob as in Discoaster quinqueramus. 

Type level: 

Distribution: This species occurs in DSDP core 2-10-2-1 at 148 em, basal 

Pliocene or uppermost Miocene, and is especially well developed in core 6603-49 

from 551 em to 1501 em. The limits of the range of this species are only 

incompletely known but it seems to be restricted to Upper Miocene and possible 

lowermost Pliocene sediments. 
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Type locality: 

P6603-49; 28°30'N, 77°30'W; 1032 m; 1516 em long. 

Depository: 

Not given. 
Holotype: fig. 6, from core P6603-49 . 

Author: 

Gartner S. Jr., 1969, p. 598; pl. 1, figs. 6, 7. 

Reference: 

Correlation of Neogene Planktonic Foraminifer and Calcareous Nannofossil Zones. 
Transactions-Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies, vol. 19, pp. 585-599, 
7 text-figs., pis. 1-2. 
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